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Friends of Colorado Lagoon is a coalition of concer ned citizens working to preserve and restore Colora do Lagoon 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
   

 
  
 Letter from the President 

A couple of my friends have gone through personal traumas 
and crises recently due to the betrayal by what they thought 
were good friends. Really good friends are hard to come by 
and while they don’t always get along, they stick with one 
another to make things better.  The Colorado Lagoon is 
fortunate to have some really good friends who have 
persistently and patiently worked to make the Lagoon better.  
We on the board want to thank you for your friendship to the 
Colorado Lagoon.  We would not be where we are today, if it 
had not been for your persistent and patient financial, verbal, 
physical, and emotional care.   
 
To update you on where we are today, the City Council 
recently accepted additional grant funding critical to befriend 
and restore the Lagoon:  

�  $500,000 from the State Coastal Conservancy 
�  $150,000 from the Rivers and Mountains 

Conservancy, and  
�  $325,000 from the good neighbors and friends at the 

Port of Long Beach  
 
With this funding, the City entered into two Contracts with:  

1. LSA Consultants, to complete the environmental 
impact report (EIR) on the proposed restoration 
efforts, including opening a channel to enhance tidal 
flushing between Colorado Lagoon and Marine 
Stadium and the Ocean  [~$500,000] (Look for the 
upcoming Public Scoping Meeting on the EIR) 

2. Moffitt and Nichols Consultants, to develop a 
monitoring program to insure restoration actions are 
making the Lagoon better [~$100,000] 
 

Additional funds will be applied to dedicated project 
management of the restoration process and to study sources of 
pollution; so that we don’t re-pollute the Lagoon after all the 
money and effort that will be put into cleaning it up. 
 
In other arenas, FOCL started off the summer with a three-day 
Earth Day event; starting with a really enjoyable evening get 
together at the Science Education Center.  We looked at great 
slide show pictures and learned fascinating facts about marine 
plant and animal life at the Lagoon (we plan to do more of 
these).  It ended with a good solid turnout of volunteers who 
helped  to clean up the Lagoon, and culminated in afun FOCL 
picnic.   
 
FOCL had a successful fundraiser celebration at the Roof Top 
of Smooth’s Restaurant in June.  We were honored by the 
attendance and support of Nancy Foster, the City’s First Lady;  

Councilmembers Gary DeLong, Patrick O’Donnell, and 
Bonnie Lowenthal; Kevin Wattier, head of the Water Dept., 
and his great family, and were especially pleased to see so 
many of you, our very loyal “Friends.”  We are grateful to 
Smooth’s and all who donated time and energy to make the 
evening a festive occasion and a huge success.  (See picture 
on pg. 2) 
 
This summer was the first time that we have had the 
Wetlands and Marine Science Education Center consistently 
open. Taylor Parker has been there Thursday through Sunday 
and will continue to be there into the school year with 
different hours.  Additionally, El Dorado Nature Center has 
conducted six Summer Super Science programs at the 
Lagoon.  (Read more about the Summer Super Science and 
Taylor’s Lagoon adventures on pg  3) 
 
Most of you, I am sure, are sadly aware of Heal the Bay's 7th 
Annual Beach Report Card, that rated Long Beach as having 
the “Worst Polluted Beaches” in Southern California.” 
Colorado Lagoon violated state health standards 54% of the 
time with “F’S” across the board.  As a result of a good 
friend of the oceans alerting the City to the illegal washing 
out of a cement truck into a storm drain, contaminated water 
was discovered emptying into Alamitos Bay from two storm 
water pump stations. Quick collaborative talks and actions by 
City Councilmember Gary DeLong, County Supervisor Don 
Knabe, and city and county sanitation, water, and health 
department staff led to diverting the effluent water into the 
County Sanitation system to be treated.   
 
 

 Continued on Page 3 

 

A Sunset Stroll at the Lagoon 
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Ice Plant: Floral Friend or Foreign Foe?? 
By Eric Zahn, Biology Professor, CSULB 
 
 
Some call it “sea-fig,” and some call it “Hottentot,” 
others call it “Carpobrotus,” but most people call it 
“ice plant.” Yet, regardless of its name, ice plant has 
become quite a controversial California cultivar. 
 
In fact ice plant does not refer to just a single 
organism. There is an entire botanical family of plants 
regarded as ice plants.  Ice plants belong to the 
Aizoaceae or “fig-marigold” family, which consists of 
over 2,000 herbaceous succulent species of plant, 
almost all of whom originate exclusively from a small 
coastal area in South Africa.  These plants vary in 
shape, size, color, and habitat preference; however, 
they are all limited to growing within Mediterranean 
climates.    
 
The California Department of Transportation 
(CalTrans) took a liking to a certain species of South 
African ice plant, botanically known as Carpobrotus 
edulis and commonly as Hottentot-fig. Caltrans saw 
this plant as a way to stabilize hills and banks adjacent 
to roadways and freeways throughout southern 
California, while adding bright yellow and magenta 
color to a seemingly drab looking natural landscape.  
Hottentot-fig (this common name originates from a 
name given to a tribal group of South Africa who ate 
this plant) has been used in southern Californian 
landscaping since the early 1900’s and has proven to 
be a formidable ground cover that quickly grows 
anywhere it is planted, even with little irrigation.  
Unfortunately, ice plants have now become notorious 
for growing even better where they are not planted!   
 
In 2006, the California Invasive Plant Council 
(CalIPC) listed Carpobrotus edulis as one of the most 
invasive non-native plants due to its broad distribution, 
rapid growth rate, and negative impacts on natural 
habitats.  Three other ice plant species were also 
included in this list as moderate threats.  Carpobrotus 
spreads via seeds and vegetative fragments and its 
fruits are often eaten by ground squirrels and rabbits 
that innocently spread the seeds.  Not coincidentally, 
the botanical name literally means “edible fruit” 
(‘Karpos’ = fruit; ‘Brotus’ = edible; ‘edulis’ = edible).  
Several other species of ice plant are edible as well, 
including New Zealand Spinach that can be steamed 
and used in salads.  Honestly, your dinner table is a 
much safer place for ice plants to be found than in our 
local wetlands. 
 

Continued on page 4 
 

 
 

FOCL’s Festive Fund-Raiser at the Roof Top of 
Smooth’s in June! Thank You to All Who Attended 
and to the Many More of You Who Contributed! 

 
And A Special Thank You to Our Prize Donors: 

5001 
Ambiance Skin Care Salon 

Andrew Kincaid & Helene Ansel 
Armstrong Garden Center 

Belmont Auto Repair 
Belmont Bliss 

Billings Hardware 
Cosmo (1s1and) Cleaners 

Dave Pirazzi 
Erik Bueno 

Harriet Bennish 
Michael Stearns 

Norman & Suzie Zoref 
Peet’s in Belmont Shore 

State Senator Alan Lowenthal, 27th District 
Theresa & Larry Hambleton 

Tina Pirazzi 
Todd Brainerd 

Utopia & Kamnan Assadi 
William Wade Photography 

Why Were Those Kids Hanging Out In The Parking 
Lot? 

Were they tailgating for some Lagoon event I didn’t hear 
about? No, they were not and no, they were not charging for 
parking either. If you happened to drive by the Appian Way 
and Colorado St intersection on select days during mid-
August, you might have seen the sunshade up and a FOCL 
helper surviving the heat wave. They were helping the City 
in the first part of the Lagoon restoration, which involved the 
gathering of data of parking and usage. For a selected six 
days over two weeks, eight Friends worked different shifts 
from 7 am until 8 pm counting the amount of cars that use 
the four parking areas adjacent to the Lagoon every half 
hour. In addition, every hour we counted the amount of 
people using Marina Vista Park and documented what 
activities they participated in. This good baseline data will 
help when deciding how to approach the upcoming 
restoration efforts.  
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American Wigeons are common ducks at the lagoon in the winter. 
They start arriving in mid October and most have departed by late 
March. High count at the lagoon last year was 104 Wigeons on 
March 8, 2007. American Wigeons, like Mallards, are dabbling 
ducks, in that they feed by sticking their head in the water with their 
rear ends pointing up. They are slightly smaller than mallards, 
measuring twenty inches in length vs. twenty-three inches on the 
mallard. The males are distinguished by a green and brown head 
with a white or buffy forehead, thus giving them the name 
“baldpate” by which they were known in the old days. The body on 
the male is pinkish-brown with contrasting black and white on the 
back underside. The female has a brown head speckled with black 
dots and is darker around the eye. The body on the female is pinkish-brown, but does not have the colors of the male on the back 
underside. While at the lagoon, also be on the lookout for a Eurasian Wigeon, a much rarer bird. A dark reddish-brown head with a 
buffy yellow forehead identifies the male.      
 

American Wigeons  
by Rich Sonnenberg, President of the El Dorado Audubon Society 

 

President’s Letter- Cont. from Page 1 
 
 
Recent testing indicates that this is 
making a difference in the quality of 
water in Alamitos Bay, but not in 
Colorado Lagoon.  A 3.8 million dollar 
grant from the State Water Quality Clean 
Beaches Initiative is designated to divert 
highly polluted low flows from three of 
Colorado Lagoon’s major storm drains 
into the sanitation system for treatment.  
However, we are facing increasing 
contamination of our wetlands and 
oceans, and at the same time we are 
taxing the limits of our current sanitation 
system.   To clean up and keep our 
beaches clean will require significant 
investment and effort on all of our parts.  
(We need and are seeking seven million 
dollars more to restore Colorado Lagoon.)  
We all need to be more aware of over-
watering, over-fertilizing, and recognize 
that we are going to have to invest in 
order to enjoy the privilege of clean safe 
water at our beaches and oceans.  Being a 
good friend of Colorado Lagoon and a 
friend of our oceans may require some 
sacrifices but it will be well worth it.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ray Thorn 
 
 

WAMSEC Explorations 
by Taylor Parker, Lagoon Explorer 
 
 
We have had an amazing summer at the Wetland and Marine Science 
Education Center! This is because of a great recipe of summer ingredients: 
the El Dorado Nature Center’s ‘Super Science’ and other exciting programs, 
the warm weather that brought out a myriad of animals, the first summer that 
the big aluminum door of the WAMSEC was open every weekend and most 
of all because of the multitude of enthusiastic and Lagoon-loving people. The 
gorgeous building has had kids of all ages flocking to it to pick up their 
shovels and buckets along with their nets and magnifying glasses to explore 
the muddy banks. On the weekends, we’ve been displaying some amazing 
Lagoon specimens, much to the delight of the many children, myself and the 
other folks who know what happens when nature turns you into a kid again. 
 
The WAMSEC will be open throughout the school-year to accommodate kids 
who want explore after school and on their way home. We will keep you 
updated on the hours. Many thanks to everyone who stopped by this summer! 
And for those of you who haven’t come down to see us, do yourself a favor a 
favor and swing by the WAMSEC – you’ll be amazed what there is to see! 

 

The Ing Children Enjoying Some Bird-
Watching at the WAMSEC! 
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Friends of Colorado Lagoon 
203 Argonne, #140 

Long Beach, CA 90803 
(562) 261-9058 

www.coloradolagoon.org 

The Lagoon Connected to Marine Stadium Prior to the 1932 
Olympics 

 
Do you have favorite memories or exciting tales to tell about Colorado 
Lagoon? 
Do you have old 16 mm filmstrips or photo images of your friends 
and family at play in the Lagoon?   
 
If you have some personal history you would like to share, please 
contact us at (562) 261-9058 or ColoradoLagoon@yahoo.com 

FOCL POINTS is published quarterly by 
Friends of Colorado Lagoon 

 Editors  Contributors  
 Taylor Parker Sue Considine 
 Tina Pirazzi Dave Pirazzi  
  Rich Sonnenberg 
  Ray Thorn  
  Eric Zahn 

Ice plant- Continued from page 2 
 
Currently, much of the eastern bank of the 
Colorado Lagoon is vegetated with ice plant.  
While the ice plant at the lagoon does have great 
aesthetic value, it has a sincere negative impact 
on the salt marsh habitat that exists in the 
Lagoon.  It compromises the stability of the 
banks, strangles native plants, and offers little 
habitat to wildlife.  Advocacy groups from 
Bodega Bay to Bolsa Chica and all the way down 
to the Tijuana Estuary have organized community 
based programs to eradicate these plants from 
their marshes and dunes. With everyone’s 
valuable help and input, this will be a very 
successful part of the Lagoon’s restoration. 
 
In the end, it is difficult to determine which 
foliage is friendly or fiendish.  A plant can be 
gorgeous to one person and gruesome to the next.  
However, it is very hard for this botanist to make 
any room in his heart for a plant that is also called 
“pigface.” 
 

 


