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Friends of Colorado Lagoon is a coalition of concer ned citizens working to preserve and restore Colora do Lagoon 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
  

 
  
 

Aerial shot of the Lagoon 
 

Letter from the Vice President 

Dear Friends of Colorado Lagoon, 
 
As we move into spring and the days grow longer, you may 
be interested to know that the Wetlands and Marine Science 
Education Center at Colorado Lagoon will be open in the 
afternoons and weekends.  You can read the details of this 
program managed by Taylor Parker in his article on page 2.  
We are very happy that, with funds from your contributions, 
FOCL has been able to help provide the staffing for this 
valuable asset to our community.   

 
WAMSEC is part of our vision for the renaissance of the 
Lagoon.  Of course the centerpiece of our vision is the 
physical restoration of the Lagoon and the habitat it 
encompasses.  As I mentioned in my December 2006 letter, 
there is a still a long way to go, but there is a tremendous 
amount of progress being made:   
 

·  The environmental assessment is under way.  The 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 
1970 requires this and the restoration work cannot 
begin until this is completed which is currently 
scheduled for this July.   

 
·  Responsibility for this project within the City has 

been transferred from Department of Public Works 
to Department of Parks Recreation and Marine, 
which has more resources to oversee this type of 
project. 

 
·  The City is seeking approval from the State Coastal 

Conservancy to use funds they have pledged for 3 
important functions: 
o Hire a project manager for the restoration.  It is 

critical to the project’s success to have a person 
with experience in this type of project.  Among 
other responsibilities, this person would be 
responsible to create and maintain a master 
schedule for the entire project. 

o Begin a water quality-monitoring program so 
that in the years after the restoration is 
complete we can measure whether the water 
quality improves or additional measures will be 
needed.  We hope that faculty and students 
from CSULB will be involved in this program. 

o Create a comprehensive design enhancement 
plan as the ‘blueprint’ for this project. 

I would like to give special mention to Gary DeLong, the 
new city councilman from the 3rd District.  He has put a huge 
amount of his energy and resources behind this project.  His 
efforts have made an enormous difference in moving the 
restoration forward. 
 
I would also like to mention the TADP.  You may remember 
that this project was designed with a large drain running 
down the Greenbelt emptying into Colorado Lagoon.  FOCL 
opposed it because of concerns about flooding and the 
impact on the marine life in the lagoon.  We asked the court 
to require Los Angeles County to conduct an Environmental 
Impact Report and consider altering the design.  This was 
done and the project has been revised to have the drain 
empty into Marine Stadium, which is a much larger body of 
water than Colorado Lagoon and should be able to handle the 
larger flow of water without the risk of flooding and damage 
to marine life.  We support the redesigned project and would 
also like to voice our support for our neighbors, human and 
otherwise, who live along the Greenbelt and whose lives will 
be impacted by the construction. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, without which none 
of this would have been possible.    
 
Gratefully yours, Norman Zoref  
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PROFILE –– TAYLOR PARKER 
 

 Taylor joins the FOCL team. 
 

 
 We all appreciate the Lagoon in our own ways and have our own 
personal history and story with it. I have heard some great tales recently 
about growing up around the Lagoon and am very excited to hear even 
more. Fortunately, my personal story is developing quickly and 
beautifully.  
 
My name is Taylor Parker and I am working with FOCL, side by side 
with the El Dorado Nature Center, Rogers Middle School and Wilson 
High School to provide a resource to help in our understanding of the 
Lagoon. We have opened the hours of the Wetland and Marine Science 
and Education Center (WAMSEC) throughout the week and weekend to 
help share our stories and talk about the complexity of this grand place.  
 
We will be at the Lagoon during the afternoons from Wednesday 
through Friday and during the day on the weekends to engage in the 

discussion of our local jewel from all perspectives. We are there to talk about all of the birds, bugs, plants, animals and fish that 
you can think of along with how to help protect and appreciate them better. 
 
I am very honored to be able to work with everyone and help the Lagoon flourish. I hope to assist in our understanding of the local 
habitat, watershed and community. So in addition to being at the Lagoon I will be contributing to this newsletter to try and keep 
everybody current on the activities and things we discover.  
 
I am excited for my Lagoon story and can’t wait to see and meet the community down there to share in all of our stories.  
 

 
 
A Salt Marsh unseen 
By Eric Zahn 
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Taylor Parker  

 
During a short walk around the Colorado Lagoon a 
watchful eye can come across all sorts of curious marine 
organisms.  The ice cream cone shaped shells of the 
California horn snails dot the mud and sand flats. 
Underneath the footbridge, which has become encrusted 
with bryozoan colonies and sea squirts, moon jellies are 
gently undulating. Pelicans dive, egrets perch, and herons 
stalk their prey, while cormorants spread their wings as 
they seemingly worship the sun.  It is enough stimuli for 
an enthusiastic photographer to fill up their entire memory 
card. 
Yet, there is more to the ecology of the Colorado Lagoon 
than meets the casual eye. A species rich salt marsh plant 
community also lines the banks of this urbanized wetlands 
habitat.  These plants are remnants of a plant population 
that once thrived when the lagoon was part of the formally 
2,400 acre Los Cerritos Wetlands system. Much of this 
acreage has since been paved, degraded, or turned into 
marinas.  What remains are around 50 viable acres of 
wetlands fragmented into small isolated patches 
throughout east Long Beach.  One of these patches can be 
found in the Colorado Lagoon. 

Continued on Page 4 

 
 
 
 

Look out for our fundraising dinner to help 
save the Colorado Lagoon! It is being 
scheduled for early June and we are currently 
discussing the when and where. We will put 
out a notice in the next couple of weeks so 
please make sure your contact information and 
specifically emails are current with our 
database. Please contact Sue Considine at: 
SLeeMulliner@aol.com. 
 
Our support- the support for the lagoon- comes 
from you and without you it wouldn’t be 
possible to protect it! 
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 Lesser & Greater Scaups 
by Rich Sonnenberg, President of El Dorado Audubon Society 
 

One of the more common wintering ducks at the lagoon is the 
Lesser Scaup. These ducks are divers rather than dabblers 
such as the Mallard. They usually start appearing in early 
November and stay for the winter. Last March almost 100 
Lesser Scaups graced the lagoon and in late January this year, 
I counted 91. Male Lesser Scaups at first glance appear to be 
black and white. Actually the head has a purplish or green 
sheen, the sides are white and the back is grayish with coarse 
barring. The bill is grayish-blue and has a black tip mark. 
Females are mostly brown with some white at the base of the 
bill. The bill itself is similar to that of the male. The head 
shape is the primary diagnostic in distinguishing it from its 
slightly larger counterpart, the Greater Scaup. The head shape 
on the Lesser Scaup is more rounded and narrower than on the 
Greater Scaup whose head is flat on top and angling upward 
from the back to the front above the eye. The bill is noticeably bigger to the experienced eye, and the white patch at the base of the 
bill is noticeably larger on the female. The Greater Scaup is rarer at the lagoon, although a female has recently been visiting.  
  

                         
COME AND JOIN US FOR EARTH DAY ACTIVITIES AT THE LAGOON! 

 
Thursday April 19th Friday April 20 th Saturday April 21st Earth Day April 22nd 

8:00pm -9pm 3pm -6pm 11am -4pm 11am -4pm 
 

The Lagoon Talks! 
 
Our Coastal Wetlands  

By: Eric Zahn M.S. 
CSULB Wetlands Ecologist 

 
Our Local Marine Fish  

By: Chris Mull 
CSULB Marine Biologist 

����
 

 
Native Appreciation 

 
An Understanding of our 
Native California with 

Displays and Information on 
the People, Plants and 

Animals that once dominated 
our landscapes. 

 
Enjoy Native Crafts, Games, 

and Stories 

 
Urban Ecology 

Booths, Talks and 
Information on the 

Ecosystem, Pollution, 
Recycling and Sustainable 

Development  
 

Adopt-A-Wetland ~ 2-4pm 
 

Trash Clean-up, Bird Counts, 
& Planting 

 
 

 
Earth Day Picnic! 

 
After all of this hard work 

Understanding and Appreciating 
our Earth… 

 
We Need A Celebration! 

 
FOCL Potluck Picnic 

Organic/Vegetarian/Vegan 
dishes are Encouraged! 

 

 

April 22nd is Earth Day! 
 
FOCL, in conjunction with the El Dorado Nature Center and the City of Long 
Beach, is planning an unprecedented weekend of celebration. We hope you will 
join us to show your appreciation of the Earth and the special habitat right here 
in our community: the Colorado Lagoon! 
 
All events are free and open to everyone.  The times listed are when we will 
meet at the Wetland and Marine Science Education Center (WAMSEC).  
 
For more information, please contact FOCL at 562- 331-0226. 
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Friends of Colorado Lagoon  
203 Argonne, #140 

Long Beach, CA 90803 
(562) 261-9058 

www.coloradolagoon.org 

Model boat builders at the Lagoon 
 
Do you have favorite memories or exciting 
tales to tell about Colorado Lagoon? 
Do you have old 16 mm filmstrips or photo 
images of your friends and family at play in the 
Lagoon?   
 
If you have some personal history you would 
like to share, please contact us at (562) 261-
9058 or ColoradoLagoon@yahoo.com 

 

FOCL POINTS is published quarterly by 
Friends of Colorado Lagoon 

 Editor   Contributors  
 Taylor Parker Sue Considine 
  Ardis Kennedy 
  Dave Pirazzi  
  Rich Sonnenberg 
  Ray Thorn  
  Eric Zahn 
  Norman Zoref 
   

Calendar of Upcoming Events – Colorado 
Lagoon  
 
 

April 
   10th-13th  EDNC Spring Break Workshop 
   21st          EDNC Adopt-a-Wetland 2-4pm 
   19th-22nd  Earth Day Events! (See Page 3) 
May 
2nd            Full Moon Walk     8pm-9pm 
13th          Iceplant Removal    noon –3pm 
31st          Full Moon Walk      8pm-9pm 

   
EDNC – El Dorado Nature Center ~ 562-570-1745 

“A Salt Marsh Unseen” continued from page 2 
 
In total there are only about 18 plants commonly 
found in the salts marshes of southern California. 
Currently, 11 different native salt marsh plants 
inhabit the Colorado Lagoon’s muddy banks, so 
the Lagoon is well represented.  Sea lavender 
(Limonium californicum), pickleweed (Salicornia 
virginica), and salt grass (Distichlis spicata) are 
all widespread. Even a small population of arrow-
grass, Triglochin cocinnum, can be found on the 
east bank.  The presence of this discrete plant has 
been correlated with biodiversity.  Where this 
plant is found, the average number of other plant 
species present is usually higher than in places 
where it is absent.   
 
With so many salt marsh plants already present at 
the Colorado Lagoon, our restoration efforts will 
be much simpler. In lieu of bringing in plants 
from other sites, our job will be to enhance the 
populations we already have.  So the next time 
you take a walk around the Colorado Lagoon take 
some time to look a little closer and you will see a 
whole new world at your feet. 


