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Friends of Colorado Lagoon is a coalition of concer ned citizens working to preserve and restore Colora do Lagoon 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Letter from the President 

FOCL extends a BIG THANKS to all of you, our loyal 
supporters and new friends who responded to our year-end 
fundraising effort, which totaled about $10,000!  
 
A portion of the money raised is used for educational efforts 
at the Wetlands and Marine Science Center (WAMSEC) at 
Colorado Lagoon.  Taylor Parker, Eric Zahn, and Adrienne 
Bosler from FOCL, along with Erin Kellogg and Brooke 
Davis from El Dorado Nature Center have done great things to 
raise awareness of all the Lagoon has to offer (see WAMSEC 
Explorations article on page 3 for more).  
 
Additionally, FOCL is providing support to Dr. Zed Mason’s 
Aquatic Toxicology Class at CSULB.  Dr. Mason’s class will 
be studying toxic levels in the sediment samples and in the 
muscles at the Lagoon.  This data will become part of the 
effort to monitor improvements as the Lagoon restoration 
progresses.   
 
Your contributions also aid our efforts to search for larger 
institutional grants to make the restoration of Colorado 
Lagoon a reality, and to date we have received commitments 
for approximately $6M.   
 
In order to complete the restoration effort another $10M is 
needed.  The Army Corps of Engineers Estuary Recovery 
program has committed $900,000 for re-sloping the banks and 
dredging hazardous levels of lead and other contaminants of 
concern from the Western Arm of the Lagoon.  We had hoped 
there might be additional dollars to fully fund this part of the 
restoration, but the Estuary Recovery program has rejected an 
add-on grant request for $2.2M.  The GOOD NEWS is that 
we are not giving up.  Councilmember, Gary DeLong, City 
Manager, Pat West, and dedicated staff are pursuing 
Congressional Appropriations funding through Senators 
Boxer and Feinstein and Representative Rohrabacher.   
 
Moreover, Councilmember DeLong has lobbied on our behalf 
in Washington DC to alter the criteria used to determine 
mitigation credits.  The Port of Long Beach, which has 
already contributed $325,000, is hampered by these criteria in 
providing greater assistance to restoration efforts at Colorado 
Lagoon.  Currently actions impacting deep-water habitat can 
only be mitigated with other deep-water habitat. We are 
hopeful that an adjustment to the mitigation criteria can be 
made.   

Continued on Page 4 

A Sunset Stroll at the Lagoon 

Snowy Egret Searching for Breakfast 
Photo by Dave Pirazzi 

Beach Report Card 
 
Heal the Bay released their Beach Report Card for 28 days 
ending on February 20th. The results for Long Beach were 
rather dismal and Colorado Lagoon was no exception.  There 
were a few A+’s for a couple areas in during the ‘dry’ days 
but most were C or below. All of the sites sampled failed 
during the ‘wet’ days. The three sites sampled at the Colorado 
Lagoon received all F’s during the dry and wet times. Below 
is a partial glance of their listings and all of their data can be 
found at www.healthebay.org. 

Site Dry Wet 
Mother’s Beach –North D F 
Mother’s Beach – South  F F 
Alamitos Bay - 56th Place A+ F 
LB City Beach- 55th Place A F 
LB City Beach- 62nd Place A+ F 
LB City Beach- 72nd Place B F 
Colorado Lagoon, north F F 
Colorado Lagoon, center F F 
Colorado Lagoon, south F F 

 
Coloradolagoon.org Has a New Look! 

 
Our organization was worked with Alex Barber this past fall to 
give our website a facelift. It is now nice and shiny, and is a great 
resource for keeping everyone informed. We will be constantly 
updating www.coloradolagoon.org so please continue to check in 
for new information and photos. 
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Meet the Beetles 
By Eric Zahn, Biology Faculty, CSULB 
 
Who is your favorite Beatle? John? Maybe Paul? Possibly George? Not 
Ringo…right?  Either way, America first met these four British invaders 
soon after their 1964 release ‘Meet the Beatles’, and Beatlemania ensued 
across the states.   
 
This fall a completely unrelated phenomenon, being dubbed also 
“Beetlemania”, broke out from below the mudflats of the Colorado 
Lagoon.  While walking along the waterline this September FOCL met the 
Tiger Beetles!  We became instant insect fanatics. 
 
These beetles that invade our wetland are not foreign visitors like the “Fab 
Four”.  Instead our beetles, Cicindela trifasciata sigmoidea and Cicindela 
hemorrhagica hemorrhagica, are a highly adapted species of hexapod 
indigenous to the salt marshes of southern California.  Adult tiger beetles 
can only be found during a short period of time in late summer and early 
fall.  The speedy flying adults emerge from the ground only to reproduce, 
lay eggs, and perish.  Actually, the majority of a tiger beetle’s year-long 
life history is spent below the surface of intertidal mudflats, maturing 
through a variety of larval morphs.  With a tightly sealed bubble, the 
larvae protect their burrows from being flooded by high tides, yet, while 
tides are low the larvae prey on innocent insects that walk over their hole. 
This is a delicate existence.  
 
As salt marsh habitat has dwindled locally, so have the populations of 
mudflat tiger beetles in southern California.  Although there are over 
1,000 species of tiger beetle worldwide, these insects are highly sensitive 
to habitat disturbance. Local salt marsh ecologist Tim Anderson has been 
studying tiger beetle populations in local wetlands and continues to work 
for their protection as endangered species.  Tim’s years of observation has 
produced a needed awareness for this special organism and a successful 
restoration of Colorado Lagoon will create a permanent refuge for these 
little creatures. 
 
With an informed conservation effort, our tiger beetle populations will last 
far longer than most FOCL board member’s memories of the 60’s. 
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“These insects are very fast, as one might expect of 
a predator. If they were the same size as a cheetah, 
they would be twice as fast and three times as 
dangerous.”  
 
Quote and photo by naturalist Tim Anderson 
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Our newest Board Member is our Volunteer in Profile! Adrienne Bosler joined FOCL last 
fall to help us with our Educational Programs, the upcoming restoration and continuing 
maintenance issues of the Lagoon.  
 
Adrienne is a Geography Master’s student at CSULB studying raptors and their perches 
around salt marshes. She is a local naturalist and a Project Manager with the Los Cerritos 
Wetland Stewards, Inc. You can often find her around the Lagoon with a trash picker in one 
hand and binoculars in the other.  
 
Adrienne is a welcome addition to our group, and the Colorado Lagoon is fortunate to have 
her experience and dedicated passion. 

Three Tiger Beetles on a Mudflat 

Adrienne in Action! 
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by Taylor Parker, Lagoon Explorer 
 
When summer ended I thought I was going to get a bit of a break. I figured 
with the colder weather replacing bathing suits with birds I would be able to 
sit back and think about how much fun our first summer at the WAMSEC 
had been, and I couldn’t have been more wrong! With Erin Kellogg and 
Brooke Davis of the El Dorado Nature Center and our Educational 
Committee (consisting of Eric Zahn, Adrienne Bosler and myself) working 
with Wilson High School, Lakewood High School, Roger’s Middle School, 
New City School, different home-school groups, Boy and Girl Scout troops, 
CSULB researchers, classes and more, we have been BUSY and I love it! 
We have had at least one educational event at the Lagoon every week since 
Labor Day! We are working with new and amazing groups, many of whom 
are being introduced to the Lagoon for the first time.  
 
In addition, we are constantly finding more people with whom to share our 
knowledge of the Lagoon and its hidden secrets.  Come down to the 
Wetlands and Marine Science Education Center and play with us. Check our 
website, Coloradolagoon.org, to schedule something with your organization. 

 

  
 

 
American Coot 
by Rich Sonnenberg, President of the El Dorado Audubon 
Society 
 
What is the most common bird at the Colorado Lagoon in 
winter? It’s the American Coot, or “mud hen” as they are 
sometimes called, with over 300 of them at the Lagoon 
currently enjoying their winter in “sunny” southern California. 
Lots of coots stay year-around in the southland, but the coots at 
the Lagoon, except maybe one or two, take off in the spring, 
presumably to their breeding grounds in Canada. 
 
Superficially similar to ducks, the American Coot is a chunky 
black bird about sixteen inches long, with a stout white bill. 
Coots will dive to the bottom of the Lagoon to feed on algae or 
group together on the lawns around the Lagoon to graze on 
grass. They are gregarious birds and sometimes you’ll see 
them in groups of a hundred or more feeding away.  
 
Coots appear to waddle as they walk due to their large feet 
with lobed toes. And coots do have difficulty getting into the 
air, but once they do, I’m told their 24- inch wingspan allows 
them to reach heights up to 10,000 feet during migration. 
Common and cute, they are welcome at the Colorado Lagoon, 
although local golf courses consider coots a pest, as they can 
tear up fairways and destroy greens.        
 

 
American Coot 

Photo by Dave Pirazzi 
 

 
Girl Scouts with Taylor Parker at the 

Lagoon 
 

Photo by Eric Zahn 
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Mary Blackburn of the El Dorado Nature Center has been 
an integral force for outdoor education in Long Beach for 
the last couple of decades. Mary helped FOCL establish 
an educational program at the Lagoon, she was 
instrumental in opening the Wetlands and Marine Science 
Education Center (WAMSEC) in 2006, and we have 
appreciated her continuing commitment to Colorado 
Lagoon since then. We know that the Lagoon holds a 
special place in Mary’s heart as well, for it acted as her 
office and muse for several years while she worked on 
her Master’s Degree. On February 20th the Nature Center 
celebrated Mary’s years of dedicated contribution with a 
gathering of well-wishers and a full moon eclipse– I 
don’t know what strings they pulled but we need those 
kinds of connections. The event was a marvelous 
celebration of gratitude for her service to both our 
community and the environment, with presentations and 
speeches by an appreciative crowd. We wish her good 
luck in all her future adventures. 
 

FOCL’s Educational Program is in need of 
Materials! 

 
If you have any binoculars sitting around or an old 
digital camera taking up space, we would be happy to 
take them off your hands! We are building our 
programs and we need your help. Please contact our 
Education Committee if there is something you feel 
like donating to a good cause: 
Education@coloradolagoon.org 
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Friends of Colorado Lagoon 
203 Argonne, #140 

Long Beach, CA 90803 
(562) 261-9058 

www.coloradolagoon.org 

 
This is the Lagoon in 1954. Do you have favorite memories, 

exciting tales or nifty photos of the Colorado Lagoon to share? 
 

If so please contact us at (562) 261-9058 or 
ColoradoLagoon@yahoo.com 

FOCL POINTS is published quarterly by 
Friends of Colorado Lagoon 

 Editors  Contributors  
 Taylor Parker Sue Considine 
 Tina Pirazzi Dave Pirazzi  
  Rich Sonnenberg 
  Ray Thorn  
  Eric Zahn 

President’s Letter Continued from Page 1 
 
The Environmental Impact Report (EIR) on the Colorado Lagoon 
Restoration is moving forward on schedule.  According to LSA, the 
contractor responsible for the EIR, future steps will include: 
 

�  Draft EIR completed and circulated – late May 
�  Planning Commission study session – mid June 
�  End Public Review Period – early July 
�  LSA responds to Public Comments – August 
�  Planning Council Hearing – early September 
�  City Council Review – late September / early October 

 
One of the challenges for restoration efforts such as ours has been 
obtaining native plants with which to re-habitate the coastal areas.  
Some of our members have been raising native plants in a nursery 
at CSULB, providing a robust source for Lagoon restoration. We 
are very proud of their work, but FOCL wants to make this a 
community effort. If you or anyone you know is interested in more 
hands-on participation, please contact us. 
 
At this point in time, the friends and neighbors of Colorado Lagoon 
have a historic opportunity to participate in its restoration.  Contact 
us through FOCL’s new website - www.coloradolagoon.org - to 
see how you can get involved.  Come visit the Lagoon and see the 
new signage the City erected at the Wetlands and Marine Science 
Center.  Better yet, contact FOCL or the El Dorado Nature Center 
and arrange for an engaging educational experience at the Lagoon 
for your school, church, temple, club, or community group. 
 
We thank you for your ongoing support and look forward to seeing 
you at Colorado Lagoon! 
 
 
Ray Thorn  
President, Friends Of Colorado Lagoon 


