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Friends of Colorado Lagoon is a coalition of concer ned citizens working to preserve and restore Colora do Lagoon 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Potential Community Improvements!! 
 

From the President : 
 
 There is so much going on at the Lagoon I hardly know where to begin. But before I do, we once again need 
to ask for your help on behalf of Colorado Lagoon. At 6pm on March 12, at the Lowell Elementary audito rium, 
the city will conduct a public meeting to get input  on Phase II of the Lagoon restoration . Phase II is all about 
restoring full tidal flushing to the Lagoon, which was lost when the original tidal creek was filled in and replaced with 
a dysfunctional 1000’ underground culvert. The meeting seeks to get public input on several alternatives for 
restoring full tidal flushing, which is essential to improving water quality, as well as restoring natural habitat at the 
Lagoon. 
 The preferred approach, according to the recently completed restoration Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR), is to restore the open tidal creek between Marine Stadium and Colorado Lagoon. FOCL fully supports this 
preferred solution. The city has hired contractor Moffatt & Nichol to study this and other options for improving tidal 
flushing in the Lagoon. The Port of Long Beach has agreed to fund the study, to the tune of $300k, which will also 
attempt to determine how much mitigation credit they would receive should they decide to fund Phase II of the 
restoration.   
 Please plan on attending this important meeting, wh ich may ultimately influence the outcome of the 
entire Lagoon restoration. Your opinion matters, an d will make a difference for Colorado Lagoon . 
 California’s financial crisis, which has been so prominent in the news, has posed some challenges to the 
Lagoon restoration. Most of the restoration funding secured to date has been from state grants, which have 
effectively been frozen. The City has had to stop all restoration design work until funding is restored, which may be 
months away. Fortunately, work to get all necessary permits for Phase I continues, and the City of Long Beach 
hopes to have those applications submitted to the various agencies in the next 4-6 weeks. We continue to work with 
councilmember Gary DeLong and city officials to secure the balance of funding. As I write this, Gary is in 
Washington D.C. meeting with officials from U.S. Fish and Wildlife, NOAA, and the Army Corps, shaking hands and 
twisting arms. We also continue to get great support from the City, from both Eric Lopez in Community Development 
and Dennis Eschen in Parks, Rec and Marine. Despite the current economic conditions, we remain optimistic that 
the project will move forward with funding.  
 I’m happy to report that FOCL’s own finances have not shared the same fate as those of the Golden State. 
Heart-felt thanks go out to each and every one of you who responded to our end of year fundraising letter, we had 
our best year ever, and donations continue to come in. We have also been very successful with grant applications, 
receiving multiple grants totaling more than $100k for education and restoration at the Lagoon. We owe this success 
in large part to the fine work of Taylor Parker and Eric Zahn. Taylor and Eric’s company, Tidal Influence, has 
contracted with FOCL to do grant writing, restoration management, educational programming at the Lagoon, and 
many other important tasks.  

President’s Letter Continued on page 2 
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Board Member In Profile ~  
Dr. Christine Whitcraft 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coming to the pink- and orange-streaked landscape 
of southern California to study wetlands at California 
State University Long Beach (CSULB) made sense; 
the ocean dominates life here in Long Beach. But 
coming to southern California to study wetlands? 
Wetlands here aren’t the secluded ponds of Thoreau 
fame nor the extensive marshes of my childhood on 
the Chesapeake Bay.  In fact, California has lost over 
90% of its original coastal wetlands.  Maybe there is 
some truth in people’s question, “So why did you 
come to California to work on wetlands?” Yet, it is 
the scarcity of wetlands along this coast that makes 
southern California the ideal place for 1) recognizing 
wetlands as crucial habitat, 2) conducting my 
research, and 3) educating students and the public 
about the value of wetlands.   
 
Currently, I am a first-year assistant professor in the 
Biological Sciences Department at CSULB. I teach 
several classes, including Wetland and Mangrove 
Ecology and Conservation Biology.  In addition, I 
work with students, both undergraduate and graduate 
students, to conduct ecological research in local and 
state-wide wetlands.  My research focuses on how 
human activities, such as introduction of non-native 
species, flushing regime changes, or development, 
can impact the structure and functioning of wetland 
habitats.  In addition, we evaluate how restoration 
projects on degraded wetlands can be most 
successful.  If you want to learn more, please check 
out the lab webpage at 
http://www.csulb.edu/~cwhitcra/index.html. 
 
I was flattered to be invited to join the Friends of 
Colorado Lagoon Board last fall not only because I 
love working in local wetlands, but also because 
Colorado Lagoon is down the street from my house. 
It is exciting to meet neighbors and beautify my own 
neighborhood while getting to do research at the 
same time! 
�

FOCL’s 3rd Annual Earth Day Celebration!    
 
Friday April 24 th 
7pm- 9pm: Earth Day Mixer  
Presentations & Picture Show 
 Raptors and Wetlands 
By Adrienne Bosler  
FOCL Board Member  
& Local Naturalist  
Lagoon in the Morning  
By Tim Dunham 
FOCL Creative Arts Facilitator  
& Local Artist 
What’s for Dinner  
at The Lagoon? 
By Dr. Christine Whitcraft 
CSULB Wetlands Prof 
 & FOCL Board Member 

 

Saturday April 25 th 
10am-2pm: Earth Day Open House 
Explore education displays about 
wetlands birds, plants & fish. 
Volunteer your time to help the Earth.   
10am-11am Wetlands Cleanup 
 Remove Trash & Debris From a 
Precious Wetland 
11am-12pm Native Planting  
Plant Drought Tolerant Native Plants 
at the Lagoon 
12pm-2pm Volunteer Appreciation 
Beach BBQ  
Enjoy a Free Veggie BBQ. Play beach 
games & win prizes. Bring Your 
Sustainable Beverage Container 
 

President’s Letter continued from page 1 

along with Adrienne Bosler and Cris Sarabia, Eric and Taylor can frequently 
be found at the Lagoon science center educating kids and parents, leading 
hundreds of volunteers in iceplant removal and native vegetation planting, 
coordinating and hosting students from elementary to university ages, and 
monitoring water quality. Their creativity has no bounds, and FOCL is very 
fortunate to have such dedicated and experienced individuals working to 
educate the public and restore the Lagoon. 
 I wanted to mention another new and exciting aspect of community 
involvement with the Lagoon. Tim Dunham has been living and working in 
Long Beach for many years, commuting past the Lagoon each morning on 
his way to work at the VA hospital. Recently Tim decided to start a blog 
where each day he posts his photos and accompanying thoughts about the 
Lagoon. Tim is an accomplished photographer and a deep thinker, and his 
posts are as refreshing as they are thought provoking. I encourage you to 
check out Tim’s work at coloradoLagoon.blogspot.com, and feel free to 
leave a comment if you are so moved! 
 Before I close, I wanted to thank one more person who has had a 
tremendous impact on our organization and the community. Ray Thorn was 
one of the original residents that stepped forward 10 years ago to fight for 
Colorado Lagoon. Ray has been president of FOCL for the last 5 years, and 
much of our success as an organization can be attributed to his hard work, 
leadership skills, and unwavering dedication to the restoration of Colorado 
Lagoon. Fortunately for us, Ray will continue to be involved with FOCL and 
the restoration, applying his considerable skills and knowledge to securing 
funding and making sure the restoration stays on track. Please join me in 
thanking Ray for all he has done for our Lagoon and our community, he has 
truly been an inspiration. 
 Thanks again for your continued support of Colorado Lagoon, and 
see you on March 12th! 

Dave Pirazzi, FOCL President 

Contact Taylor if you have any questions 
~ 

Taylor@coloradoLagoon.org 
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Something’s Fishy 
By Eric Zahn, Environmental Science and Policy Faculty, CSULB 
 
 YES people fish at the Colorado Lagoon! And YES they 
actually do catch fish!! It seems fishy, but it is true, there are plenty 
of fish living in the Colorado Lagoon and humans fish there on a 
daily basis. Many species of fish actually depend on inshore marine 
habitats to complete some part of their life history.  The 11 acres of 
water at the Lagoon provide areas for fish to take shelter, forage, 
mate and mature.  Many of these fish also provide a food source for 
predators like pelicans, cormorants, and grebes. 
  The most common fishes at the Lagoon are topsmelt 
(Atherinops affinis) and jacksmelt (Atherinops  californiensis).  Both 
of these species of silversides depend on back bay estuarine habitats 
for reproduction and will attach their eggs to eelgrass and macroalgae 
(Enteromorpha sp.), which will hatch into larvae that utilize shallow 
calm waters to hide amongst cordgrass and other intertidal plant 
species.  Three benthic fish species that occur at Colorado Lagoon 
include the Arrow Goby (Clevelandia ios), the Longjaw Mudsucker 
(Gillicthhys mirabilis), and the Pacific Staghorn Sculpin (Leptocottus 
armatus).  These fish live on or in the mud at the bottom of the 
Lagoon and may be found in burrows often shared with ghost shrimp 
or other crustaceans.  They feed on a variety of organisms including 
shore crabs, isopods, bivalve siphons, amphipods, algae, worms, and 
many kinds of juvenile and adult fishes. 
 Two species of flat fish, the Diamond Turbot (Hypsopetta 
guttulata) and the California Halibut (Paralichthys californicus), are 
found at Colorado Lagoon.   Diamond Turbots are the dominant 
flatfish in southern Californian bays and estuaries, while of all the 
fish at the Lagoon the California Halibut is the most economically 
important species that is fished commercially and recreationally in 
local waters.  Lagoons play a critical role in the early life history of 
Halibut whose juveniles seek bays and estuaries to feed on 
amphipods, copepods, mysids, shrimp, gobies, and mollusks.  
Investigations have found that small juveniles consume 59% of their 
body weight in food ration per day.  
 Much of the fish biomass within southern California 
estuaries is composed of the Striped Mullet (Mugil cephalus) and 
several species of Elasmobranchs.  Striped mullet are notorious for 
forming large schools of feeding adults that surprisingly prey upon 
intertidal algae and detritus despite their formidable size.  
Elasmobranchs such as Round Sting Rays (Urobatis halleri), Grey 
Smoothhounds (Mustelus californicus), and Shovelnose Guitarfish 
(Rhinobatus productus) swim into the Lagoon in search of warm 
waters and abundant food. Recently we even documented a Pacific 
Electric Ray (Torpedo californica) along the Lagoon shore. 
Shocking!! 
 Without a healthy salt marsh, these fish populations are 
impacted. Salt marsh vegetation greatly affects aquatic community 
composition by providing substrate for invertebrates and refuge for 
marine fish, both of which are critical in influencing predator-prey 
relationships within the ecosystem.  Fish and invert richness and 
biomass are usually many times greater in or near vegetated areas 
when compared to un-vegetated areas.  It is crucial that we restore the 
natural intertidal vegetation of the Lagoon so that it can remain fishy!  
��
�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Red-Shouldered Hawl 
by Rich Sonnenberg, President of the El Dorado 
Audubon Society 
 
We do see raptors at the Lagoon, such as Red-tailed and 
Cooper’s Hawks, and an occasional Osprey, but the most 
beautiful hawk at the Lagoon is the Red-shouldered 
Hawk. This bird is usually found near water, and hunts 
mainly small mammals and some reptiles and amphibians 
from perches. Dave Pirazzi’s accompanying photo is of a 
Red-shouldered feasting on a Mallard, which is a much 
larger bird. The Red-shouldered is a compact, stocky bird 
with relatively short, broad wings, long legs and long tail. 
It is smaller than a Red-tailed hawk, but larger than an 
American Crow. What makes it beautiful are its vivid 
colors. 
 
On the adult, the chest, head, and shoulders are bright 
reddish orange, which contrasts dramatically with the 
black and white pattern on its wing and back. The tail is 
banded black and white, which shows up quite nicely in 
flight. 
 
I’ve had occasions at the Lagoon where I’ve seen a Red-
shouldered standing at the edge of the water and posing 
for me. What a beautiful sight!  
   
 

 
Red-Shouldered Hawk 

Photo by Dave Pirazzi at Colorado Lagoon 

Pacific Electric Ray 
(Torpedo californica) 
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www.coloradoLagoon.org 
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My name is Ravuth Pum! (or better known phonetically as "vooth")  I'm a CSULB student and in my third 
year majoring in Biology/Physiology.   I first heard of Colorado Lagoon and FOCL through Eric Zahn's 
biology class and he gave us an opportunity to earn extra points while going out and helping the community. 
 I enjoyed the experience so much that I started coming to all of the events to help out and just to hang 
around.  Going to the local Lagoon to learn more about birds, plants and the local area is a great way to spend 
a weekend morning.  And the pulling of iceplant is much cheaper than a gym membership! 

My name is Sokanary Sun.  People sometimes call me Sunny (because I am just a ray of sunshine, hehe).  I 
am an undergraduate attending CSULB and declared as a Biology option in Zoology major.  I have lived in 
Long Beach all my life. Recently I have learned that I love to dedicate my time to helping to save wildlife 
habitats.  I enjoy learning about plants and animals in general.  I am hoping that I will obtain a career that is 
similar to what FOCL is doing. 
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celebrate some of our super-volunteers from our 
service-learning programs. Thank you, thank you, 

thank you Champions for all of your amazing work! 

Taylor Parker 
Eric Zahn              

Dave Pirazzi 
Rich Sonnenberg 
Eric Zahn 
Timothy Dunham 
Christine Whitcraft 
Sokanary Sun 
Ravuth Pum 
 

Photos by Tim Dunham 


